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f\;eleased to New Jersey State Home for Boys.
(Wf%%fd against-subject HERMAN charging IWU (Navy uniform)
ct

~ true name of the subject previously des:Lgnated at Jack Dale
Williams as* JOHN JACK GROSSI, with alias Jack Dale Williams.

. Subjects interviewed several times and told various -
stories and untruths but subject GROSSI consistently
stated that he was 18 and had not registered for
Selectlve Service, AUSA Savannah dismissed IWU .
harges against GROSSI on basis of additional informa-
t:.on tending to show that uniform GROSSI was wearing
was not of USN, At later date, AUSA dismissed 5SS charges
vs. GROSSI on grounds he was only 16 years old. On basis
of -information received from probation authorities, GROSSI
Information

HERMAN entered plea of guilty under juvenile delinquency
on such illegal wearing. Received two years' probation,
Dlsposition sheet and probation flash subtmitted. No record

Washington, Ds C. that either subject enlisted USN,
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SV 43-93

This agent can testify that on April 28, 19LL, subject HERMAN gave the
following signed statement:

“"Savannah, Ga,
April 28 9Ll

%Y, Thomas Harvey Herman, make the following voluntary statement to
Taylor J, Sims, who has identified himself as a Special Agent of the
Fe Bs Is No threats or promises were made to get me to give this and
I know it may be used in court,.

"fhen I gave Mr. Sims the signed statement about a month ago, I told him
several things that are not the truth Actually I was never én the S. S. .
Mills and have never been in the Merchant Marine. Also I have obtained
money by saying I was in the Navy, I did this six or seven times, and
each time I was with Jack Williams, who was arrested with me here in - .
Savannahe I really don't know what his real name is., We got $10., to §12.
to $15, each time, and I know that the people gave us the money because

. we had told them we were in the Navy. This happened in Norfolk, Baltimore,
.and a few other placeses I have had the Navy uniform about 9 months and

was wearing it when I got the money from these people. 7

"iy motherts name is Glada Herman, and she last resided on 216 California

Ave,, Atlantic City, Ne Je My brother Gilbert Herman is in the Navy,

I am 17 yrse old. -

" have read the above statement which is true to the best of my knowledge.
/s/ Thomas Herman . "

Witness: Taylor J. Sins, IIT, FBI, Savannah, Ca.

. Special Agent SIMS can also testify that subject GRUSSI on April 28 191414

gave the following signed statement-

"Savannah Ga,
April 28 19kl

"I, John Jack Grossi, make the fo'llowmg voluntary statement to Taylor J,
Sims who has identitied himself to me as a Special Agent of the FEI., No
threats or promises were made to me to give this statement and I know it
may be used in courte - 3
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"When I was first questiohed by Mr. Sims around the last of March this
year, I told him that my name was Jack Dale Williams, but this is not

true and my real name is John Jack Grossi. I did this becuase I didn't .
like the name and because I didn't want my mother to know about my trouble.
I also told Mr, Sims before that I had no criminal record, but this also
is not true because I was arrested and placed in New Jersey State Home for
Boys at Jamesburg, N. J. I was arrested in Pennsylvania, the town of
Media, T was arrested for running away from home,

#] also stated in my first statement that my home was in.Florida, but

this is not tiue, My home is 268 17th Ave., Patterson, N. J. where my
mother, Mrs. Rose Grossi, lives, My brother, Albert, is in Army Air

Corps, and my sister, Jean Engold, lives with my mother. I told Sims
before that I had no brother or sister, and made up the first name I gave
for my mother, My father, John Grossi, is in the Army. Also I have never

Nbeen on the S. Se Mills as I flrst said,

"As I -said before I have not reglstered for the draft although Iam 18
years olde

"About six times during past year I have told people I was in the Navy and
by means of such statement I have asked and received from them various

sums of money ranging from $10. to 18, each time, Usually this happened
while Thomas Harvey Herman and I were hitchhiking, The first time was
coming out of Philadelphia, and other times in Baltimore, Raleigh, N. C.,
Washmgton, D, Co, and Norfolk, Va, Of course neither Herman or I have
ever been in the Navy, At these times we were wea‘ring the uniforms we were

. wearing when first picked up here in Savannah, It was not tbue, as I first

said, that I just bought the uniform a month ago., I have had it about 8 or

-9 months, I can't remember any of the people who gave us the money, but

I do know that they gave me the money because I said I was in the Navy and
because I had the uniform on, -Herman was also wearing his uniform during
that time, and he has never been a Merchant seaman, I don't remember getting
any money by this means in Savannah,. - .

T have read the above statement of nearly 2 pages and it is true to the
best of my knowledge. I would also like to say at this time, that any
mercy shown by the court will be very deeply appreciated. If released, I
hope to return to N. Je and iry me best to enter in the armed forces
immediately, A
. }) i .
(Signed) John Jack Grossi *

Witness: Taylor J. Sims, III, FBL
Savannah
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Special Agent SIMS can also testify that on May 8, 194k he interviewed

| subject GROSSL at the Chatham County Jail, Savannah, Georgia, and that
| at such time subject GROSSI was again given an opportunity to tell the
¥ : truth concerning his age. -Subject GROSSI stated that he fully realized

l that he would not be guilty of a violation: of the Selective Training and

i Service Act of 1940 if he was not 18 years old, He stated that it would .
1 certainly be his desire to state that he was born in 1927 in order to

!' avoid such prosecution but he again stated that he was born July 5, 1925 at
| Patterson, New Jersey and that he had never registered under the Selective
Training and Service Act, At such time he was questioned carefully about
whether he was a parolee or an escapee from the New Jersey State Home

for Boys at Jamesburg, New Jersey, He stated that he was only a parolee
and he had never escaped from such home,

Special Agent SIMS can also testify that on May 8, 194k, he interviewed
subject HERMAN at the Chatham Eounty Jail, Savannah, Georgia, at which
time he admitted that several facts he had previously given were not
, ( true; namely, that he was living at the Young Hotel, Tennessee Avenue,
P Atlantic City, when he met subject GROSSI and that he had previously run
H away from home because his mother, MRS, GLADA MAE HERMAN, 216 California
! . Avenue, Atlantic City, had made him stay home, He stated that she was not
} . . dead as he had first told the agent, He stated that he had later gone

: - back and tried to locate his mother but that she had moved from such address
and he did not know where she was located at the present time, '

WILLIAM C, LASSITER, Lt,
Us So Naval Reserve
Savannali, Georgia.

(. Lt. LASSITER who had originally questioned the two subjects on the day

b . they were apprehended by military police authorities was interviewed by

i ‘ the writer concerning the uniform that subject GROSSI was wearing at the

;| time of his apprehensione Lt. LASSITER advised that it was his opinion

: that the uniform itself was a Merchant Marine uniform and not one of the

Us S¢ Navy. 'He stated that since GROSSI was not wearing any Navy insignia

G : that such uniform, although it appeared very similar to a regular Navy

i uniform, would not be classed by the Navy as such. He stated that he could

i not say as to whether the two red service stripes which GROSSI had on one

f of the sleeves of the uniform which he was wearing were Navy stripes although
it was his opinion that ordinary Merchant Seamen do not wear such service
stripes, He stated that the main distinguishing feature between the uniform
of the two subjects was that the Navy uniform which HERMAN was wearing con-
tained three small stripes around the collar which definitely designated

it as a Navy uniform, and that GROSSI'S uniform did not have such three small
stripes.
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PROSECUTIVE ACTION

'I‘he facts concerning the umfom worn by subject GROSSI as related by Lt,
WILLIAM C, LASSITER, U. S, Na.va.l Reserve, were discussed with Assistant

Uo So Attorney JUI.IAN HARTREDGE, Savannah, Georgia, who advised that it

was his opinion also that the un:.fom wh:.ch subject GROSSI was wearing :
was not the uniform of the U. S, Navy and that he was dismissing the charges
which had been brought against the subject GROSSI for . Tllegal Wearing of
the Uniform, He stated that the Selective Service charge would be continued
against him, however.

On May 8, 194k, Mr, HARTRIDGE advised he had received information from the
Uo S. Probation Officer at Savannah, Georgia, to the effect that subject
GROSSI is only 16 years of age and that accordingly there was no violation
of the Selective Training and Service Act for failure to register on the
part of the subject and that. he was dismissing such charges. - He stated
that the subject would be held for the New Jersey State Home for Boys and
that GRUSSI would be returned to the custody of such institution,

MR, EDWIN C, HARDISON, U.. S. Probation Officer,Savannah, Georgia, advised
the writer that he had received information from the probation officials
to the effect that GROSSI is actually only 16 years old and that he
served some time for Juvemle delinquency at the New Jersey State Home
for Boys at Jamesburg, New Jersey. '

© Mre .SCOIT A, EDWARDS, clerk, U. S. District Caurt, Savannah, Georgia,‘
. presented court records on THOMAS HARVEY HERMAN which reflected that a

criminal information was filed by the U, S. Attommey on one count for
violation of the juvenile delinquency act in that HERMAN did unlawfully,
wilfuly and knowingly wear the duly prescribed uniform of an enlisted man
of the U.S. Navy., On May 11, 19Lk he entered a plea of guilty to such
charge and was given two years probation with the exception that he would
be discharged from probation on and after his entry in military service
of the United States for the period of such service.

I

By teletype dated May 2, 194iy, Washington Field Division advised that a

check of the records in the Navy Department failed to reflect any Navy ‘
enlisted personnel record issued for either of the subjects but it was

stated that one GILBERT ARTHUR HERMAN, born November 24, 1922, Cuba, home

address 342 Taft St., Bristol, Pa., servmg aboard the USS Thomas Jefferson,

might be HERMAN'S brother. .
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~ ENCLOSUREs
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TO THE BUREAU - one disposition sheet for GROSSI,

_one probation flash letter for HERMAN,
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- UNDEVELOPED LEADS - .
'THE NEWARK FIELD DIVISION: - | -
AT JAMESBURG, NEW JERSEY, will obtain from the records of the New
. Jersey State Home for Boys, subject GROSSI'S legal residence, his
birth date, place of birth, identity of relatives,-
Tt is also requested that the Bureau of Vital Statistics be checked
to further verify subject GROSSI'S birth date. (This lead was set forth
in Teletypes to Newark dated May 8, 1SLk and May 16, 19Lk.)
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This agent can testify that on Agmn 23, figm;, pubject BURUAR gave the

. following sipned statevanty

ﬂwvarmaﬂ J 0a,
apm. e&, 1944

“I, Themas Harvey Her‘m:a, rake ’bh:a folldm&z vammary statanent to
'fa:,v:‘tw Jo 8ims, who hes identified himself as a Special Agent of the
Pe Be Io Mo threatis oy pronises were w@ﬂ@ ﬁa g@% 8 m g‘,,ﬂm thig and
I kmow i% mﬁry hﬁ! uged in cen%e j \

&
“When I gave ;ﬁm Bine the &1@:}@& swmm@r‘k about a mm:t'h ag% I ‘ﬁ@m m.m
several things thad ave not the truth. Actually I wae never on the 8, 9.
#illes and have vever been in the dorchant Marine, BAlso I have obtainad
monoy by saying I was in the Havys T did this aix or seven $imes, and
gach Bime I wes with Jack Willians, who was arvested with me mw in
Savonnahe I reaily don't know what his resl nawe is. We got $10. to (12,

to %15, sach time, and I know that the people gave ug the money bagause :
we hoed told them we were in the Wavye This happerad in Norfolk, Baltivore,

and a fow other places, I have had the Havy uniform about 9 monthe ond
was wesring it when I got the noney fron those people,

|ty nother's nens is Glada Hemman, and she last resided on 216 California

Aveay, Atlantie City, Weo Jo Ny brother Oilbert Herman is in ma Igavy,
ian 1? TBe QMQ } .

ny fh,:wa road the above statoment which :hs trae %o tm: beaﬁ of w knwleadgao

/s/ Thomae Herman _”'.
mmam Taylor Je gms, 111, ¥, ﬁ&v&ﬁmg Gae

fpecial Agx;m}t 8188 can also t@w‘&iﬁy that mzb;jeut ﬁ&(f&‘ﬁt on 4prild 28, 1944

. gave the following signed staten

“Zavannah, 08
i&pril aag a9kl

"I, John Jack Orossi, make the following vamm statement to ?ﬁa;yler Jo. |

Simsy; who hes identified hiumself to me as o Spocial Agent of the Fil, No
threats or gromises werse made to me to gﬁ.w this at&awman"& and T kndw it

. ney be xmwﬂ in court,

. : ' ' l ‘ ’ '\ .‘ “
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"Then I was firet questicned by drs Sins around the lagt of March this
yoaxr; 1 told him that my name was Jack Dale Williams, but this is nod

true and my veal nawe iu John Jack Grdesis ¥ did thds becuase T didn'y
like the neme ond bacaute T didn't want my mother to kmow sbont my trouble,
I also told W, Siss bofore thot T hod po oriminal réeord, but this also
is not tive because I wag arvested end pleced in Few Jorsey State Home for
Boye at Javesburg, ¥. Jo T wag arrested in Pemnsylvania,; the towm of
Hedia, I was -arrestod for vuming sway from howe.

Ny,

%1 also stated in my first gtasenent that uy hone Wag in Florids, ub

this is not tive. Ny homs 48 268 1T7th Ave., Patterson, We Je where my
mothey, Ure, Rose Orossi, lives. Xy brother, Albert, is .in Army Alp
Corpa, and my sister, Jean Engold, lives with my motheps I told Jins
vefore thaet I had no brether or sister, aid made up the first rneme I gave
for ny mothere ¥y father, John Crossi; is in the Army, Also I huve nover
been on the 5. 8. ¥ills as ¥ first salds . : ,

. "ag 1 sald before T rave not registered for tho draft although I au 1§
 years old, ‘

vpbout six times cinrir;g g:ast year I have told pecple T was in the Navy and
by means of suech statement ! have agked and received from them verious
suns of money ranging from $10s to $18. each time, Usually this happencd

while Thomas Harvey Borman and 1 werd hitehhilkings The firet tire was

coming out of Philadelphis, and othor times in Baltimore, Raleigh, W, Cop
Woshington, De Coy and Nerfolk, Vas 9f course neither leruan or i have
ever bean in the Navy., A% those tires we wore varing the uniforse we wers
wesring when £ired picked up hers in Savonnghe Ib wus not tiue, as I fired
said, that 1 Just bought the unifors a month agoe. T have nad it about 8 or
9 monthge 1 can't romomber any of ho peoplo who gave us the mouay, ud

T do know that they gave me the money becauns 1 said I was in the Havy and
vesause I had the uniforn one Hevman was 8lgo woaring his uniforn during

that $ize, and he has never heen & Yerchant Seasane I don't remexber getting |

any money by this meang in Savennahe

1 have read the above statesent of nearly 2 pages and % is true to the
bost of ny knovledgs. I would also like %o say at this tire, thad auy
nerey ehown by the court will be very deeply appreciated. If reloased, I
hope to voturn to He Jo and try me bost to entor in the armed foress

immodiatelye . R |
_(Signed) John Jack Crossi "

7 Withesst Tayler Jo Siws, ITI, PAI
-~ Bavannah f
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